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Must Reads  

2018-2019 Hewitt 1st Grade 

“Must Reads” 
“You can find MAGIC wherever you look. 

Sit back and relax, all you need is a BOOK.” – Dr. Seuss 
 

These books are considered the best of the best by – Hewitt 1st graders 

We are so excited we get to share them and continue the love of reading! 

ENJOY OUR MUST READ LIST! 
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Must Reads  

Title of Book: Race Car is Roaring 

Author: Mandy Archer 

Review: I love this book because it teaches you about parts of the racecar, and there is a 

lot of action.  This book shows that you should be determined and use teamwork.   

 – Antonio Mitchell 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Iggy Peck Architect 

Author: Andrea Beaty 

Review: I love this book because Iggy was smart and used creativity and help from friends 

to build a bridge.     – Gavin Gilgan 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Up on Daddy’s Shoulders 

Author: Matt Berry 

Review: I love this book because I love when my daddy puts me on his shoulders.  I also like 

it because I can see everything down below.   – Samantha Rhodes 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Howard B. Wigglebottom Learns About Sportsmanship, Winning Isn’t 

Everything 

Author: Howard Binkow 

Review: I love this book because it teaches about sportsmanship.  Also, in the end, he 

starts to be nice to his teammates.  – Aiden Gonzalez 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The Most Perfect Snowman 

Author: Chris Britt 

Review: I love this book because it teaches a good lesson about being kind to others.  

It also shows that you become better when you give.   – Nicholas Orfanos 
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Must Reads  

 

Title of Book: Do They Scare You? Creepy Creatures 

Author: Snead B. Collard III 

Review: I love this book because I love animals and it gives cool facts about cool 

animals. 

 – Emmett Stack 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The BFG 

Author: Roald Dahl 

Review: I love this book because I like the way the BFG talks.  It is adventurous and exciting 

when the Sophie and the BFG make dreams together.     – Lorenzo Wasserman 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The Legend of Rock, Paper, Scissors 

Author: Drew Daywalt 

Review: I love this book because it is super funny.  Two thumbs up! – Tyler Sheehan 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The Day the Crayons Quit 

Author: Drew Daywalt 

Review: I love this book because it teaches you a lesson that you should not complain.  

– Kaitlin McCutchan 

 

I love this book because it is funny that each crayon is telling its own story.  This book is 

also encouraging.  – Connor Ventimiglia 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The Day the Crayons Came Home 

Author: Drew Daywalt 

Review: I love this book because there are very funny crayons.  It tells you to take better 

care of things.  – Lucy Donohue 
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Must Reads  

 

Title of Book: Pete the Cat: Rocking in My School Shoes 

Author: James Dean 

Review: I love this book because Pete the cat is funny, Pete loves school and Pete loves his 

friends.   – Romeo Garone 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Lion King 

Author: Disney 

Review: I love this book because it shows you a way to protect your friends.     – Olivia Dwyer 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Big Dog Little Dog 

Author: P.D. Eastman 

Review: I love this book because everything that Fred and Ted do are the opposite of what 

they each need.  Ted and Fred are both very silly and funny. – Vanden Lopez 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Gingerbread Girl 

Author: Lisa Campbell Ernst 

Review: I love this book because this book is funny because the animal crackers can talk.  

Also, the gingerbread girl taught the fox some manners.  – Sophia Albarano 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Tea for Ruby 

Author: Sarah Ferguson 

Review: I love this book because it is funny.  Everyone is telling Ruby what to do 

when she sees the Queen.  – Serafina Mennella 
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Must Reads  

 

Title of Book: How the Zebra Got His Stripes 

Author: Andrea Florens 

Review: I love this book because it teaches you to be kind no matter what. – 

Katelyn Breen 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The Otter Who Loved to Hold Hands 

Author: Heidi and Daniel Howarth 

Review: I love this book because it is about an otter and his family.  He is afraid of 

letting go, but then he learns its ok.  – Devin Mullaney 

 

 

 

Title of Book: My Sweetest Princess Ava 

Author: Igloo Books 

Review: I love this book because it teaches you to try new foods and not be a picky eater. 

– Ava Connolly 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Do Frogs Drink Hot Chocolate? How Animals Keep Warm 

Author: Etta Kaner 

Review: I love this book because I love to learn about animals.  It gives you lots of 

information about animals.  – Kara Kitlowski 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The Ninjabread Man 

Author: C. J. Leigh 

Review: I love this book because he learns how to become a good ninja.  – Patrick 

Mullaney 
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Must Reads  

 

Title of Book: Put Me In The Zoo 

Author: Robert Lopshire 

Review: I love this book because the dog found a place to stay and do tricks at the circus.  I 

also love the illustrations, they are very detailed and colorful.  – Michael Zangari 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Winnie the Pooh and Some Bees 

Author: A.A. Miline 

Review: I love this book because Pooh is silly and wants honey.  It also gives a lot of jokes. – 

Ryan MacMillan 

 

 

 

Title of Book: One Zillion Valentines 

Author: Frank Modell 

Review: I love this book because it was nice of the boys to give gifts.  It is also about 

Valentine’s Day. – Vivian Guarnella 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book: What I Like About Me! 

Author: Allia Zobel Nolan 

Review: I love this book because it shows you how people look different, but they are the 

same inside.  – Fiona Aranki 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The Book With No Pictures 

Author: B.J. Novak 

Review: I love this book because it is very funny.  It has words that made my dad and I 

laugh a lot.  – Caroline Connelly 
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Must Reads  

 

Title of Book: We’re All Wonders 

Author: R. J. Palacio 

Review: I love this book because it teaches you that it doesn’t matter what’s on the outside.  

It only matters what’s on the inside – Owen Altman 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Who Would Win? Hiena vs. Honey Badger 

Author: Jerry Pallotta 

Review: I love this book because it has a surprise ending.  You don’t expect the honey badger o 

win. This book also teaches you a lot about animals.  – Dylan Endy 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The Kissing Hand 

Author: Audrey Penn 

Review: I love this book because it reminds me of being brave and not being scared. – 

Patrick McKeever 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The Rainbow Fish 

Author: Marcus Pfister 

Review: I love this book because it shows that when you do not share, no one wants to play 

with you, bu when you do share, you are happy and have a lot of friends.  – Alenix Maldonado 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Thank You, Mr. Falker 

Author: Patricia Polacco 

Review: I love this book because it teaches others not to bully. The book also teaches us 

to never give up.  Read this book!   – Riley Rakeman 
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Must Reads  

 

Title of Book: The Sandwich Swap 

Author: Queen Raina Al Abdullah 

Review: I love this book because it teaches you about new things.  It is cool when you take 

up the page. – Alyson Shelly 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Creepy Carrots 

Author: Aaron Reynolds 

Review: I love this book because it is funny and scary.  It teaches people not to be scared of 

carrots.  – Timothy Williams 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Sky Color 

Author: Peter H. Reynolds 

Review: I love this book because it is colorful.  – Penny Zeppie 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Dragons Love Tacos 

Author: Adam Rubin 

Review: I love this book because it’s funny when the taco sticks.  The message was to not 

give up because they kept trying and did not quit.  – Hunter Lindner 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Dragons Love Tacos 2 

Author: Adam Rubin 

Review: I love this book because it is so funny.  I also love tacos just like the dragons.  I 

like the part about spicy tacos.   – Sebastian Abreu 
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Must Reads  

Title of Book: Night in the Country 

Author: Cynthia Rylant 

Review: I love this book because it is like her lake house and I like the meaning. – 

Scarlett Lambiaso - Bueno 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Where the Wild Things Are 

Author: Maurice Sendak 

Review: I love this book because Max is really brave and I like Max’s wolf costume.  – 

Liam Gaffey 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Green Eggs and Ham 

Author: Dr. Seuss 

Review: I love this book because he learned to try out new things.  It makes me try to do 

new things  – Maeve McNamara 

 

I love this book because it is funny and silly.  The unnamed character didn’t want to try the 

green eggs and ham.  When he did he loved it.  So we have to give new things a try.  – 

Peyton Letlow 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book:  I Can Read With My Eyes Shut 

Author:  Dr. Seuss  

Review: I love this book because its really funny and it teaches you how to read with your 

eyes open, not shut.   – Gavin Dunphy 

 

 

 

Title of Book: I Wish That I Had Duck Feet 

Author:  Dr. Seuss 

Review: I love this book because you should never wish for something when you don’t 

know what will happen.   – Nichole Breen  
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Must Reads  

Title of Book: The Tooth Book 

Author: Dr. Seuss 

Review: I love this book because it shows how important teeth are.  – Nylah Taylor 

 

 

Title of Book: The Giving Tree 

Author: Shel Silverstein 

Review: I love this book because the tree was a very good friend to the boy.  He gave 

everything and he didn’t want anything back.  – Chase Arello 

 

I love this book because it shows how giving and sharing makes you feel good.  – Maddy 

Ellwood 

 

I love this book because you an learn a lesson.  You can be kind by giving away stuff.  It 

reminds me of a mom or dad and a child.  I also liked this book because the boy kept coming back and the tree 

kept saying yes.  The tree was happy and so was the boy.  – Joselyn Papadopulos 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Jojo Siwa 

Author: Katy Sprinkel 

Review: I love this book because Joja dances and I like to dance.  This book shows how cool 

Jojo Siwa is.  – Sydney Putterman 

 

 

 

Title of Book:  A Sick Day For Amos McGee 

Author:  Philip Stead  

Review: I love this book because it shows good friends.  Amos visits his friend every 

day.  When he is sick, his friend comes over.  – Jimmy Turrisi 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Interrupting Chicken 

Author:  David Ezra Stein 

Review: I love this book because the chicken is funny.  I like the pictures.  I met the 

author.   – Livia Behan  
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Must Reads  

Title of Book: You Are Special, Little One 

Author: Nancy Tarfuri 

Review: I love this book because every little animal is asked how am I special.  My 

favorite animal is the fox.  – Kellen Walley 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Press Here 

Author: Herve Tullet 

Review: I love this book because it is like magic.  You press the dot, then you turn the 

page, and the dots change.  – Haley Levine 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Optimus Prime’s Friends and Foes 

Author: Katharine Turner 

Review: I love this book because I liked reading about Sentinal Prime’s defeat.  – Kai 

Paulsen 

 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book:  The Penguin Who Wanted to Fly 

Author:  Catherine Vase  

Review: I love this book because Flip Flop, the penguin, wanted to fly.  He did many 

things to try to fly.   – Emily Spoerel 

 

 

 

Title of Book: A Big Guy Took My Ball! 

Author:  Mo Willems 

Review: I love this book because it is funny, My favorite part is when the whale takes 

the piggy’s ball.   – Nichole Breen  

 

 

 



12 

Must Reads  

Title of Book: Can I Play Too? 

Author: Mo Willems 

Review: I love this book because Piggy and Elephant found a strategy to play catch with 

snake and the strategy was to throw snake instead of the ball.  – Matthew Lieberman 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Don’t Let The Pigeon Drive The Bus 

Author: Mo Willems 

Review: I love this book because it is funny and it for you to know not to drive the bus.  – 

Kate Schmidt 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Let’s Go For A Drive 

Author: Mo Willems 

Review: I love this book because I think this book is funny.  I think everyone will like this 

book  – Liam Coffey 

 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book:  Listen To My Trumpet 

Author:  Mo Willems 

Review: I love this book because it is funny.  It also has funny and wacky sounds.  – 

Henry Gomiack 

 

 

 

Title of Book:  The Pigeon Needs A Bath 

Author:  Mo Willems 

Review: I love this book because the pigeon did not think he needed a bath and he 

was stinky.   – Reina Moore 
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Must Reads  

Title of Book: The Pigeon Wants A Puppy 

Author: Mo Willems 

Review: I love this book because the pigeon wanted a puppy at first, but then he 

didn’t want it anymore because of how it looks.  The message is … don’t judge a 

book by its cover.  – Ryan St. John 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book: The Thank You Book 

Author: Mo Willems 

Review: I love this book because it has kindness.  – Cameron Todaro 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book: Sneezy The Snowman 

Author: Maureen Wright 

Review: I love this book because the kids are nice to the snowman and give him 

clothes. – Julia Sabino 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book:  What Do You Do With An Idea? 

Author:  Kobi Yamada 

Review: I love this book because other people said his idea was bad, but he learned 

that he shouldn’t listen to them.  – Charlotte Natow 

 

 

 

 

Title of Book:  How Do Dinosaurs Eat Their Food? 

Author:  Jane Yolen and Mark Teague 

Review: I love this book because it is funny.  – Julia Gibson 
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Must Reads  

 

 

Title of Book:  Harry the Dirty Dog 

Author:  Gene Zion 

Review: I love this book because it teaches you a lesson that you shouldn’t run away 

from home and because I love dogs.  – Addison Thomas 


